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Scripture texts in the Connecting activities 
in Mercy Ministry Companions’ Values Leaflets

Compassion
Luke 15:11-32
Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his 
father, “Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided 
his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and 
travelled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 
When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and 
he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself 
with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he 
came to himself he said, “How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and 
to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say 
to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’ ” So he set off and went to his 
father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; 
he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 

“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy 
to be called your son.” But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out 
a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found!” And they began to celebrate. 

‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached 
the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and 
asked what was going on. He replied, “Your brother has come, and your 
father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.” 
Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead 
with him. But he answered his father, “Listen! For all these years I have been working like 
a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me 
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours 
came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf 
for him!” Then the father said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine 
is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and 
has come to life; he was lost and has been found.”’ (Luke 15:11-32, NRSV)
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Hope
Matthew 5:15-16a 
No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your 
light shine before others (Matthew 5:15-16a, NRSV)

Romans 15:13
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound 
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13, NRSV)

Hospitality
Luke 7:36-50
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the 
Pharisee’s house and took his place at the table. And a woman in the 
city, who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s 
house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. She stood behind him at his feet, 
weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then 
she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment. Now when the 
Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he 
would have known who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him—that she 
is a sinner.’ Jesus spoke up and said to him, ‘Simon, I have something to say to you.’ 
‘Teacher,’ he replied, ‘speak.’ ‘A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay, he cancelled the debts for both of 
them. Now which of them will love him more?’ Simon answered, ‘I suppose the one for 
whom he cancelled the greater debt.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You have judged rightly.’ 
Then turning towards the woman, he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I entered 
your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears 
and dried them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not 
stopped kissing my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my 
feet with ointment. Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; 
hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.’ Then 
he said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’ But those who were at the table with him began to 
say among themselves, ‘Who is this who even forgives sins?’ And he said to the woman, 
‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’ (Luke 7:36-50, NRSV)
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Justice
Isaiah 58:6-8a
Is not this the fast that I choose: 
   to loose the bonds of injustice, 
   to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
   and to break every yoke?  
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
   and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, 
   and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
   and your healing shall spring up quickly; (Isaiah 58:6-8a, NRSV)

Respect
Matthew 5:1-12
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, 
saying: 

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great 
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
(Matthew 5:1-12, NRSV)
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Videoclip Resources will be developed in early 2024 for the remaining four (4) Scripture 
passages. Further details will be provided after the additional resources are completed.

Compassion
Luke 10:25-37

Hospitality
Matthew 25:35-40

Justice
Luke 4:16-21

Respect
Genesis 2:7-9; 15
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©Mercy Ministry Companions

http://www.mercyministrycompanions.org.au

