ST JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL NEWTOWN (1963) AND CONVENT OF MERCY SITES.
 FAREWELL TO THE SITES AND TO THE LAST RESIDENT SISTER OF MERCY.
			          3rd DECEMBER  2025

A Convent of Mercy at Newtown has been a feature on the Geelong landscape since December 1859.  We are gathered today 166 years on, in December 2025, to mark a special occasion, linked to the original, but to acknowledge an ending.
There have been special events in the past to mark many transitions…today we mark the transitions from the early 1960s to the last Convent of Mercy buildings on this site.
In our faith and our story telling, we often gather our thoughts in a way we can honour the story, the ministries and the those involved.  I will do this today in the words of the refrain of a hymn….we remember, we celebrate, we believe.
We remember those Sisters on the Provincial Council Team who on 28th January, 1962 took the decision to build a hospital on this site..to be known as St. Joseph’s Hospital. From the minutes of the meeting, it was said that they “decided to build an infirmary for the old and infirm Sisters at Geelong”
The established Convent building over the way, like many of our Convents of the time, was also a boarding school, a home for the sisters in active ministry and for the elderly and infirm….all of this shared with classrooms and music rooms and more.   At one time, there were 53 Sisters living in the Convent.
A solution was sought and a vision was developed, and recognized as an answer to prayer.  In records it is said that the hospital was accommodation for the Sisters who “have borne the burden of the day and the heats” and were no longer able to participate in the active work of the Congregation.
The plan for the hospital was simple – a long corridor runs the entire length of the building on both floors.  A converted walkway connected the southern end of the hospital to the main Convent.
The building was opened on 13th July, 1963 and was officially blessed on 15th July.  The Sisters moved in the week later.
As the ministry in the school was expanding and the numbers in the hospital lessening, a decision was taken to move the Sisters from the bluestone Convent to the top floor of St Joseph’s Hospital building.  At this time, there were 22 Sisters in the Convent – 15 moved to the new Convent area, and some Sisters moved to the Cumberland Street property. Following some refurbishment, the “new Convent of Mercy” was opened on December 23, 1997. 
The Sisters lived here until 2010, following a decision to move the aged and infirm Sisters to the new facility at Rice Village, the Convent closed and was handed over to the College.  There was a lay Principal in charge of the College and the future was in the capable hands of our lay partners.
The College then had the use of all of these areas for the furthering of the education ministry in the form of the Mission and Ministry Team, the Inclusion and Diversity Team and the Mind and Body Teams…offering the students spaces to foster spiritual, physical and mental well being.
We remember the various uses that this site has “housed”, for the Sisters, the staff and the students. A part of the story of each one is held in the corners of the buildings and we honour those stories today.
I acknowledge your leadership Anna and thank you for the great care you have taken of our legacy.

We celebrate the works which have been conducted in these buildings…the ministry of the Sisters to educate girls….one of the founding works of the Sisters of Mercy.  This site has been faithful to the very heart of the call of Catherine McAuley.
We celebrate the many women of Mercy who gave their lives to this ministry and we celebrate the joys and difficulties which made their lives one of service.
We remember and celebrate the Sisters in the Community, who in addition to their teaching and administration roles, also assisted in the hospital in feeding the Sisters, visiting those who were bedridden, reading their letters, writing their letters.  
We remember and celebrate the staff of this College who have been part of the ministry and who have given such wonderful example to the students. And to the students, you are the reason this story is remembered and told…you are the reason we exist.
We, the Sisters, thank you for sharing in the mission of Catherine.
As we reflect on the history of this site, we look back and we look forward.

The Convent that had its beginnings in 1859 and another chapter now comes to a close with the last Sister of Mercy resident, Sr. Joan Wilson, to leave the site on 16th December, 2025. 
We believe in the traditions and the legacy of the Sisters, lovingly passed on over the years and trust in the College to honour this legacy.
We believe in the future of Sacred Heart College, that it will thrive in the mission of the Sisters of Mercy, in the capable leadership in the College and with the assistance of the staff, continue the story.
We believe in the students, the education offered to them to take leadership positions in society in the future and to further the Kingdom of God.
We remember, we celebrate, we believe.

Kath Tierney rsm


 
